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WHAT WE OWE TO SOCIALIST RUSSIA 

BY CHARLES JOHNSTON 



On the whole, there seems excellent reason for believing 
that " Lenin " and " Trotsky," and the pseudonymous per- 
sons who have cooperated with them, have been from the 
first, and are at this moment, paid agents of Kaiser Wil- 
helm. Much evidence to this effect has been already pub- 
lished; but the crowning proof lies in the application of the 
profoundly searching principle : " By their fruits ye shall 
know them." They have done, at every point, exactly what 
paid agents of Kaiser Wilhelm would have done; and they 
have done it in characteristically German ways. 

Let us try to take an inventory of what we owe to them, 
so far, beginning at the north, with Finland. The announce- 
ment that German forces would occupy the Aland Islands, 
which command the harbor of Stockholm, is followed now 
by the further announcement that Germany will occupy the 
whole of Finland " in order to restore order," and, I sup- 
pose, in the interest of " the self-determination of peoples." 
Well, where does Germany get her pretext for this prelim- 
inary annexation of Finland? From the outrageous invasion 
of Finland by Russian Socialist forces, the so-called " Red 
Guard " of " Lenin " and " Trotsky." In other words, if 
Germany had deliberately contrived and concocted a pretext 
for occupying Finland, with the intention, of course, of turn- 
ing occupation into annexation, and, as now appears, of 
setting Kaiser Wilhelm's son on the throne of Finland, she 
would have arranged for precisely this invasion. We are 
fully justified, by what we know of Germany's action else- 
where, — for example, by, our knowledge of Germany's 
beneficent intentions for Texas, New Mexico and Arizona, 
— in coming to the conclusion that Germany did arrange 
for the Russian Socialist invasion of Finland, and that 
" Lenin " obediently furthered this arrangement. 
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Taking the next step to the south, to the Lettish country 
about Reval and Riga: Germany desired a good pretext for 
invading and later annexing this valuable Baltic region — 
valuable through its situation, as commanding Russia's out- 
let to the sea. What good pretext could be given? Evi- 
dently, the best would be the oppression of the German 
Ost-See landowners, who, to put it mildly, have never en- 
joyed large popularity with their Lettish tenants. So the 
" Red Guard " rushed wildly through the Lettish country, 
producing the requisite number of outrages, and Germany 
had her pretext. And the point is that here, as in Finland, 
the pretext was a good one ; the presence of German armies 
is distinctly better than the wild outrages of the " Red 
Guards." Germany's game, therefore, required Russian 
Socialist outrages in the Lett country. The outrages were 
promptly forthcoming. Is it not a fairly sound conclusion 
that they were produced by Stage-manager " Lenin," at 
Germany's behest? 

Germany next desired a good verbal excuse for annex- 
ing, in conjunction with Austria, the whole of Lithuania 
and Poland. The best possible reason for immediate action 
— the reason, that is, which would make the strongest appeal 
to the Pharisaic-sentimental element in Germany — would 
be, that these regions were menaced by Russian Socialist 
contagion which, passing through these regions, might con- 
taminate the sacred soil of Germany. And we shall be wise 
to recognize the fact that the overwhelming majority of 
Germans hate and abhor Russian Socialism — not because 
of any moral principle, but because Russian Socialism is so 
certain to destroy what the German so sincerely worships, 
material well-being and success. So, in order to reconcile 
the sentimental element in the Reichstag, to induce them 
to swallow their protests against " annexations and indemni- 
ties," it was necessary to frighten them, to touch them at 
their tenderest point, their love of material comfort; and the 
menace of Russian Socialist contagion frightened them in 
exactly the needed way. So the annexation of Courland, 
Poland, Lithuania, are accomplished facts, and we shall have 
no protest whatever from the German sentimentalists. Once 
again, the ingenious " Lenin " took the precise action that 
was necessary to bring this about. 

We come next to that problematic region called 
Ukrainia, with its plea for separate national life. The 
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story of Ukrainia has been often told. The " borderland 
between the Slavs and the Moslem Turks and Tartars, it 
was gradually filled up by a population largely Russian and 
Polish, with a small admixture of Tartar and Turkish blood, 
due to the presence of captured women. At first, this bor- 
derland was under Polish influence, Poland being, in those 
early days, much stronger than Russia. But the Polish 
overlords were exacting and tyrannous, and, in order to 
escape from them, the Ukrainians, led by the patriot Khmel- 
nitski, sought, and finally gained, an alliance with the Mos- 
cow Tsars, in the days of the father of Peter the Great. 
There were elements which resented this union with Russia; 
they sought aid from Poland, from Sweden, from Turkey: 
from all Russia's enemies. Later, this separatist element 
in Ukrainia was carefully fostered and supported by Aus- 
tria, working from Lemberg as a strategic base; and the 
modern "Ukrainian" movement is distinctly Austrian in 
spirit and purpose. 

Austria ardently desired to reach an understanding with 
the pro- Austrian politicians at Kiev who called themselves 
the Rada, the Ukrainian National Assembly — a practical 
understanding, which should mean bread for the starving 
Viennese. The Rada politicians, on their part, desired to 
add to Ukrainia all of southern Galicia and northern Buko- 
wina, at Austria's expense. Inspired by this desire, they 
might hold out for better terms, and thus delay the sending 
of wheat to hungry Vienna. How could the screw be put 
upon the Rada? Obviously, by a Russian Socialist invasion, 
which would frighten the Rada into believing that their own 
power and pleasant prospects were endangered. So the 
Russian Socialist invasion was forthcoming; Austrian help 
was called in to stem it; the claim to Galicia and Bukowina 
was given up, in part for the solatium of a bit of Poland 
about Kholm — and the Austrian game was won. Is it not 
common sense to suppose that this exceedingly timely inva- 
sion of Ukrainia by the " Red Guard " was not a mere stroke 
of luck, a sheer bit of Austrian good-fortune? Austria is, 
at this point, as clearly beholden to " Lenin " as Germany 
is in Finland. 

One step further south, and we reach Roumania, whose 
position has»been, and is, the climax of this whole eastern 
tragedy. What pressure could be put upon often deceived 
and betrayed "Rmimamm. to fnroe ber out of the wnr on 
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terms that would give up to Germany the Carpathian oil- 
wells and the Wallachian wheat-fields? Two things might 
be done: to render Roumania practically bankrupt, and 
therefore powerless, by seizing her gold reserve, which had 
been deposited in Moscow; to attack in the rear the Rou- 
manian forces which have courageously held their ground 
in the face of heavy odds. Well, both " inducements " were 
promptly supplied. The Roumanian gold reserve at Mos- 
cow was seized by the Russian Socialists, and the attack on 
the Roumanian armies was made by the " Red Guard." 
And now we are told that " Lenin " has agreed to the pay- 
ment by Russia of a huge gold indemnity to Germany. So 
we have revealed, within a few weeks, the real destiny of 
the stolen Roumanian funds. It was openly announced that, 
during the critical week when " Lenin " was ousting the 
equally Socialistic but less resolute Kerensky, officers of the 
German staff were industriously helping him at Petrograd. 
No doubt they saw from afar the brilliant cash possibilities 
of the Roumanian coup, and showed the compliant " Lenin " 
exactly how it might be brought about. 

Throughout these transactions, the doings of Austria 
have been both interesting and instructive: interesting to 
those who have some insight into the finished methods of 
Austrian statecraft; instructive, perhaps, to those who are 
still under the charm of Austrian guile. When it is a ques- 
tion of the character of some one who has the ill luck to 
be found among a band of thieves, one can get a pretty con- 
clusive test by his attitude when it comes to the division of 
the spoils. So, now that the Russian bear is being cut up, 
we have our chance to measure Austria's " good faith." 

We are told that, " in accordance with the principle 
of the self-determination of peoples," " Lenin " of Petro- 
grad will give up to Mohammed V of Constantinople, 
at the instance of the latter's kind friend, Wilhelm of Pots- 
dam, not only that part of Armenia recently liberated from 
murderous Turkish tyranny by the brilliant campaign of 
the Grand Duke Nicholas, but that older part of Armenia 
which was liberated in the last ninety years; and that, as 
a kind of tip to Wilhelm for his good offices, Germany will 
get the immensely valuable oil-wells at Baku, the railroad 
to Batum on the Black Sea, and the port of Batum, into 
the bargain. Exactly in what way this is a triumph for 
the world's proletariat we have not been nhle to discern. But 
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one may judge, by this work of supererogation, how very 
useful and obliging Mr. " Lenin " is. Concerning the stran- 
gle-hold which, thanks to the same obliging friend, Germany 
has already gained in Siberia, enough has been said, of late, 
in the newspapers, and adequate action seems to have been 
begun. 

But, now that we have roughly enumerated the many 
kindnesses which " Lenin " has bestowed upon Germany, we 
should be wise to look the facts in the face. It is no longer 
the question whether Germany will win the world- war; as 
regards nearly half the world, that question is closed. Ger- 
many has already won in the East — thanks to Russian So- 
cialism. To look at the matter from the standpoint of 
American industry, it will be well to recollect that : 

(1) Germany now controls both the oil-fields, in Rou- 
mania and at Baku, which seriously competed with Ameri- 
can oil, together with the finest deposit of manganese in the 
world. 

(2) Germany now controls wheat lands among the rich- 
est upon earth, wheat lands which, including southern Siberia, 
vie even in area with our own wheat-growing zone. 

(3) Germany now controls the one great untouched tim- 
ber-zone remaining in the world, stretching right across 
Siberia. 

(4) Germany controls the vast leather-producing area 
which runs across central Russia and Siberia. 

(5) Germany now controls immensely valuable mining 
zones, containing everything from iron to gold, running from 
the Don valley to Ussuria. 

(6) Germany now controls, in the Urals, practically the 
whole of the world's supply of platinum, quite indispensable 
to our electrical industries. 

That is about where we stand, thanks to Socialism and 
its faithful support of German policies. 

Now let us consider where we stood, just over a year 
ago, before Socialism got in its fine work in Russia. It 
will be remembered that, in mid-March, 1917, the Emperor 
Nicholas II abdicated under pressure from the Duma lead- 
ers, Rodzianko, Milyukoff, Gutchkoff and the rest. These 
gentlemen at that time let it be understood that they took 
this violent step to save the Allies' cause; that Nicholas II 
was on the eve of signing a separate peace with Kaiser Wil- 
helm. And, throughout all the Entente countries, and in 
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lands then neutral but now, happily, belligerent, this story 
was believed, and Nicholas II was branded as a traitor. 

And, by one of those ironic coincidences in which history 
is an adept, just one year later, when " free, revolutionary 
Russia " has signed a separate peace with Germany, and a 
deeply ignominious peace, there comes the tardy vindication 
of the Russian Emperor's honor. On March 1, 1918, this 
cablegram was despatched from London: " Speaking at a 
dinner given in his honor tonight in London, Sir George 
Buchanan, British Ambassador to Russia, who is now on 
leave, took occasion to correct the widespread report that, 
at the time of his abdication, Emperor Nicholas was ready 
to conclude a separate peace. Sir George Buchanan said 
there was not a word of truth in this report. Doubtless 
Nicholas had much to answer for, he remarked, but he never 
would have betrayed the cause of the Allies, and was always 
a loyal friend to England." 

I should think that no one among the Allies, and, most of 
all, no one in England, will read that sentence without a keen 
feeling of shame. After he had fought loyally for the Allies 
during nearly three years, in the face of enormous sacrifices 
and losses, the Emperor Nicholas was deserted by the Allies. 
This loyal friend of England was deserted by England. And 
today we see the fruit. . . . 

One remembers that, a year ago, just after the abdica- 
tion of the Emperor Nicholas, our newspapers broke forth 
in a storm of merriment at the expense of Wilhelm of Pots- 
dam. He was warned, with much side-splitting laughter, 
that his turn would come soon. And we, the readers, were 
told that the Russian " revolution " filled the German Kaiser 
and his militarists with wild dismay. There would be a 
certain humor in reprinting those jubilant prophecies now, 
but that humor would be grim. . . . The simple truth is 
this : from the very beginning of the war, Germany watched 
for the Russian revolution, worked for it, prayed for it; 
and, when it came, as one may well believe, by German 
prompting and with German aid, the Kaiser and his war 
party breathed to their Gott the deepest thanksgiving. They 
felt that the world-war was half -won. And, on the instant, 
they sent to Russia, post-haste, the engaging and helpful 
" Lenin." . . . Which shows just how much Germany 
feared the Russian revolution. She feared it as a drowning 
man fears a life-preserver. . . . 
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One remembers that, within two or three months of 
Nicholas' abdication, General Brusiloff made this declara- 
tion to an English correspondent: " Russia will not be able 
to bring all her forces to bear before the Spring of 1917; 
and then she will possess the greatest and most complete 
army in her whole history. During the year 1916, we have 
been compelled to fight with a marked inferiority of ma- 
terial and of large caliber guns; the year 1917 will find 
us masters of a material equal to that of our adversaries, 
and we shall have, at the same time, an extraordinary superi- 
ority of men. This situation will continue in a steadily 
increasing degree until the end of the war. Our recruits 
each year are of the best possible quality, infinitely superior 
to any human material that the Teutons can dispose of, I 
am convinced, to fight against us in the campaign of the 
coming year. ..." 

That was the military situation, according to one of the 
ablest Entente generals, just before the forced abdication 
of the Emperor Nicholas — an abdication brought about by 
Milyukoff , Rodzianko, Gutchkoff and the rest because, they 
told us, Nicholas II was on the eve of making a separate 
peace. Herr Liebknecht has truthfully declared that, so 
far as Germany is concerned, " the war was begun by a 
lie." It now appears that the same thing is true of the 
Russian revolution. It was begun by a cowardly slander. 
The Emperor Nicholas " would never have betrayed the 
cause of the Allies, and was always a loyal friend to En- 
gland. ..." For both the lie and the revolution, we are 
indebted to Russian Socialism. 

But we ourselves are not without responsibility. The 
avowed plan of Milyukoff, Rodzianko and the rest, as I 
have more than once pointed out, was to inaugurate a con- 
stitutional monarchy, with themselves as Ministers. They 
had no intention at all of establishing a republic, because 
they had sense enough to see that that form of government 
would be wholly unsuitable for Russia. And if we look at 
what has happened in Russia since, we shall see how well 
grounded that opinion was. Kerensky, so far as he gov- 
erned at all, governed as a dictator; there was not the 
faintest pretense, during his brief tenure of power, of self- 
government. " Lenin " has governed, and is governing, 
frankly as a despot, with the supine Socialist Sovyets doing 
his bidding. So far, throughout the course of the twelve 
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months since the revolution, two bodies only in Russia have 
shown the smallest power of self -management : the Austrian- 
trained Rada of Ukrainia, and the German-trained Social- 
ists of Petrograd. 

But the Duma plan was checked by the quixotic refusal 
of the Grand Duke Michael to accept the throne until a 
Constituent Assembly had endorsed him. So the Duma 
group, with Kerensky coming more and more to the front 
and steadily playing into the hands of the Sovyets, formed 
a Ministry of themselves and then broke faith with the 
Grand Duke Michael by failing to summon the Constituent 
Assembly. Within a few weeks they had betrayed the Rus- 
sian nation and the Russian army into the hands of the 
Socialists, who swiftly brought that great country to the 
completest ruin. 

I have suggested that we ourselves are not free from 
responsibility. And our responsibility was incurred at this 
point: When the abdication of Nicholas II was cabled to 
America, practically the whole of the press acclaimed " the 
coming of a new Republic," the triumph of " the American 
form of government " in Russia. And it is very likely that, 
daunted by this American acclamation, the Russian Consti- 
tutionalists no longer found in their faint hearts the courage 
to carry out what they knew to be the only wise and prac- 
tical plan — the establishment of a limited monarchy in Rus- 
sia with Grand Duke Michael on the throne. While they 
hesitated, the howling mob of Socialism swept them away. 

Has the year which has elapsed led us to a riper judg- 
ment? Have we begun to suspect that there may be an 
element of vanity in the belief that our own form of govern- 
ment must necessarily be the best for everyone else, abso- 
lutely fitted for peoples wholly unlike us in ethnical, mental 
and moral fibre? Have we come to understand that the 
government which was established here, in 1787, was only 
possible because the thirteen colonies had already had their 
training in self-government, on the basis of law and prac- 
tice laboriously wrought out through centuries of growth — 
a process of which there was not the slightest trace in Russia? 
Have we at last come to understand that the Russian, guided 
almost wholly by feeling and imagination, demands, by the 
very structure of his soul, a government that shall appeal 
to his feeling, his imagination — and that no other govern- 
ment can live in Russia? The Russian needs a personal 
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center for the deep loyalty and devotion that is in him; he 
needs, if you wish, an idol, in the best sense; just as he needs 
an ikon — a holy picture — to help him to concentrate his 
vague and vaporous thoughts in prayer. 

The Socialists have maintained themselves in Russia so 
far, not because they have made even a pretense of estab- 
lishing self-government, for they have made no such pre- 
tense ; but because they have, in fact, appealed to the feeling 
and imagination of the Russian, by which he is absolutely 
dominated and ruled. What, for example, could be more 
pathetic, more tragical, than the traitorous organization, by 
the Socialists, of " fraternization," where the childish Rus- 
sian soldiers wept and kissed the Germans, believing that 
the millenium had come — while the Germans were photo- 
graphing the position of the Russian batteries? 

But, unhappily, the appeal of the Socialists has not, 
for the most part, been to so generous a sentiment as that 
which prompted " fraternization." On the contrary, their 
appeal has been, on the whole, — as the appeal of Socialism 
invariably is, — to the worse feelings rather than the better: 
to envy, hatred, greed, the impulse of anarchy. And the 
Russians, ruled by feeling, have fallen victims to this appeal, 
and have run violently down the descent to national ruin. 

Let whoever will, then, draw up an inventory of what 
Russia owes to Socialism, and of what the Allies owe, and 
are likely to owe in the future, to the reign of Socialism in 
Russia; and then let us judge the whole tree of Socialism 
by its fruits. Of all the outgrowths of the German soul, it 
is, perhaps, the most dangerous to humanity. 

But I believe that the God of justice and of mercy 
reigns, and will turn even this calamity to our good. For 
it is certain that Russia's defection will compel this country 
to fight this most holy war not with the finger-tips, but with 
our whole heart and soul and mind and strength, impelling 
us to great and worthy sacrifices — for without sacrifice there 
is no redemption. If, in this spirit of consecration, we go 
forward in this war, then, we may confidently hope, the God 
of justice and of mercy, whom Germany has outraged and 
blasphemed, will give the cause of the Allies a victory that 
will insure justice and mercy to mankind. 

Charles Johnston. 



